                                         Punctuation saves lives!
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"Let's eat,Grandmal”
PUNCTUATION|
SAVES LIVES.




We don`t pay much attention to punctuation in English lessons. Is that a problem? Is punctuation really that important? It`s hard to say. However, there`re definitely some situations in which the absence of correct punctuation marks makes a difference. This example clearly shows that  a comma may save somebody`s life (
The first sentence says: “Hey everyone, let`s eat gramdma. She must taste delicious. Yummy!“ The second sentence offers a very different meaning:“Hey grandma, it`s time to eat.”
The Internet is full of bizzare language examples. This one amused me a lot.

	Quiet Birds have Ears. →Only birds that are quiet have ears (
Quiet, Birds have Ears.→Shhhh! Be quiet! Even birds have ears.
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And if you still feel that a comma is useless, try saying/writing this: 
	I`m sorry, I love you. → I feel sorry for you, but don`t forget I love you.

I`m sorry I love you.→ I feel sorry for myself because I love you.


Here is an exercise for you. Match the sentences with their correct meanings.
	A sentence
	Who could say it?

	A) Wait! You`re breaking up?!
	1. someone seeing a patient with leprosy


	B) Wait- you`re breaking up.
	2. a man/woman who has just learnt that her/his partner is ending their romantic relationship.


 ( Solution: A2, B1)
 And now guess, who will come to your party?

	We invited the dogs, William, and Harry. → We invited the dogs, and some guys. Their names are Will and Harry.

	We invited the dogs, William and Harry.→We invited the dogs. Their names are Will and Harry.
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Incorrect punctuation may ruin your business as well. This was a sign hung above the entrance to an American restaurant.
	                              Welcome to a “clean“ western restaurant.


By using quotation marks incorrectly they are saying this: It`s not really clean, but we like to pretend it. Would you have your lunch there? I`d think twice.
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Another sign tried to explain who the toilet was for. It failed. 
                                                   ← wrong

                                                                   correct →
The sign on the left says that the toilet is only for children who are disabled or elderly or pregnant. However, the sign on the right clearly says that the toilet is for people who are disabled, people who are elderly, people who are pregnant or for children.

In the end, I`m adding a list of punctuation marks and their names in English. Use them wisely (
? quotation mark

` apostrophe

! exclamation mark

“...“ quotation marks

() brackets

*asterisk

- hyphen

/slash

. full stop

, comma
          Attention!


Toilet only for disabled, elderly, pregnant, children.





            Attention!


Toilet only for disabled elderly pregnant children
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